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Abstract

Meaningless linguistic form of Ainu

Hideo KIRIKAE
Hokkai-Gakuen University

Compounding and derivation are morphological methods very widely and richly used
in order to make new words in Ainu. Structures and original meanings of compounds
and derivatives, i.e. designs of new words are almost always clear. For example, a
common noun sin-rit ‘the roots of a tree’ consists of sir ‘earth’ and rit ‘a sinew’ or ‘a

tendom’; a derivative verb ko-sonko-kus ‘about something messages go back and forth
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over somebody’.

Place-names are designed to be concrete expressions on geography, so they are trans-
parent morphologically. For example, Sat-poro, which denotes the Toyohira River flow-
ing through the large fan on which Sapporo City was constructed, means ‘River some-
times becomes narrow, sometimes becomes wide’.

Nicknames of persons are given also descriptively. Ontaro-se, the nickname of
Monokte, an Ainu, means ‘a person bearing a cask’.

However the design of the formal person’s name Monokte itself is unclear. Even his
granddaughter (1897-1990) did not know its “meaning”. We are not able to find out
constituents of this name, though it must be a compound or a derivative originally.

Kosonka, another formal person’s name, is also unclear in its design. According to
an informant, the granddaughter of Monokte, its original form is ko-sonko-kus. It is a
miraculous and unique evidence. By the evidence we know that formal persons’ names,
of which designs are always unclear, must be cryptgrams hiding namers’ designs of
naming.

Sakehes ‘refrains’ are also unclear not only in the designs, but also in the denotations.
Every pieces of short epic poetry, kamuykar, has a proper sakehe, which is repeated and
recited at the end of each metrical line. Its function is same as headers or footers of a
book. It denotes the piece of epic poetry itself or the hero of the epic poetry. But in the
Ainu oral tradition the the hero is referred to by the affix of the first person. Who is the
first person? The natural shape or identity of the hero designated by the first perso affix
must be concealed till the end of the story. Another function of a sakehe seems to hide

the natural shape of the hero.



